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This hideaway may just have everything 
we want in a calming hill staycation

 PALAMPUR

As I clamber up and scamper down the cobblestoned 
alley, less than inebriated but certainly overcome after 
a swig of the local VDXQĶ, this whole place feels faintly 
reminiscent of an old European town though you aren’t 
OLNHO\�WR�ĶQG�DQ\�WDYHUQV�RU�&KULVWPDV�ĶOP�FUHZV�KHUH�

And that is because Araiya, Palampur’s latest 
soak-it-all-in resort sprawls in the serenest corner 
RI�WKH�.DQJUD�9DOOH\��+HUH�PRXQWDLQ�GRJV�WKUXVW�
their muzzles into your pajama pockets and the 
EHQHĶFHQW�'KDXODGKDUV�ZDWFK�RYHU�\RX�OLNH�WRZHULQJ�
JUDQGIDWKHUV��,�DP�DOUHDG\�GUHDPLQJ�DERXW�VHWWOLQJ�
into one of those window seats at the all-day diner and 
GLJJLQJ�LQWR�WKH�VXPSWXRXV�EUHDNIDVW�VSUHDG�

At evening, sipping the Neugal Flow cocktail and 
taking in the darkening forest on the faraway hill, you 
almost forget you’re at a resort where each one of your 
GHPDQGV�KDYH�EHHQ�PHW��(YHQ�LI�DOO�\RX�GR�LV�ķLW�IURP�
your cosy suite to the spa and the bar—cheekily named 
7KH�2OG�)R[óDQG�EDFN��\RX�ZLOO�NQRZ�3DODPSXU��
And if your bubble is greater than that, Sandeep, the 
Manager, will promptly arrange a day of café-hopping 
LQ�'KDUDPNRW�DQG�%LU�RU�D�SHDFHIXO�YLOODJH�ZDON��ERWK�
GRQH�FRXUWHV\�WKH�YHU\�FDSDEOH�([VXO�7UDYHO�WHDP��
7KH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�RSWLRQV��GHOX[H�URRPV��GHOX[H�

and executive suites, and duplex suites) spell luxury 
throughout; the only pandemic here is joie de vivre—
to be spread among friends, family, and coworkers, 
WKDQNV�WR�WKH�VXSHUE�EDQTXHWLQJ�RSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH��,�
hope I return in better times, when I can stand in the 
SRRO�DQG�JD]H�DZD\�DW�WKH�KLOOV�
  –PRANNAY PATHAK

Sighs
THE HILLS HAVE

* At its dedicated, state-of-the-art spa facility, 
Araiya Palampur offers Western, Oriental 
and Ayurvedic therapies to work your stress 

away. Or just take long, leisurely walks in the cosy 
sprawl of the resort and savour the stunning view 
from the al fresco bar area


